SLATTER, David (1829, Batchford, near Norton on the Marsh, Gloucester England – Torquay, Devon, 14 March 1891)
Tent-maker, Usher and Messenger of the Legislative Council, Agent.

1829.00.00
Born at Batchford near Norton on the Marsh, Gloucester. (RSC IV/3/68 no. 54)

                        Verification of the names of these places has not been found. (SO’BS)
1850.12.00
Came on the Amazon. (NW C of P p.49). According to another source the Amazon arrived on 01.01.1851 and David Slatter is not listed as a passenger. (Hatt. Lists)
1852.02.00
A farmer, m. Elizabeth Meek, d. of John Meek. Married in Wesleyan chapel, Pmb., by Revd H. Pearse. (R.W. Pmb.) (NI 19.02.52)
1852.05.00
At Pmb. Fair awarded a special commendation for his potatoes, 12 sorts. (NT 21.05.52)

1852.08.10      Described as a gardener, landowner and occupier in Pmb. Jury list. (NGG 10.08.52)
1852 end
Agriculturalist, Erf 18 Greyling St, Pmb. (DDP 1853)

1854.05.00
Of Erf 13 Loop St, Pmb., tent-maker, proprietor, occupier. (NGG 30.05.54)

1854.07.00
Tents and wagon covers made, Erf 11 Greyling St. Pmb. (NI 20.07.54)

1854.08.00
Tent-maker when twin sons baptized. (R. St P Pmb)

1854.08.00
Tent-maker, Erf 18 Greyling St, Pmb. (NGG 08.08.54)

1854-1856
Keeper of the Govt. schoolroom, Pmb. (NBB 1854-6)
1857
Messenger of the Legislative Council and schoolkeeper. (NBB 1857). [A perk of this office was receipt of the spent candles used to light the room when the council was in session. Because of this he was dubbed “Candlebottoms” by WM Dick in his satire on Lt-Gov. RW Keate and the Legislative Council. (Dick Bk 2, Chap.12, p.17) BMS]
1857.02.00
Aged 28, tent-maker and agriculturalist, Pmb. Married with twin boys aged three and a girl [sic] aged one. Information provided in the query paper in connection with his application for a land grant. (SGO III/5/32 no.2)

1857.03.25
Asked to be appointed Sergeant-at-Arms or Messenger to the Legislative Council. States he has been employed for a long time in the building now used as the chamber of the LC at a small salary. (NPP 243 Misc.) [From 1857–1871 the LC met in the Government schoolroom. (BMS)]

1857.04.24
As usher and messenger to the LC he asked for the Council’s intersession on his behalf in a court case brought against him by WE Bale who claimed that in session on 17th Apr. Slatter had virtually assaulted him and knocked off his hat and insulted him. Slatter stated that Bale had disrespectfully put on his hat in the Council chamber during session and when requested to remove it had refused to do so. When Slatter attempted to remove Bale’s hat for him, Bale raised his stick aiming a blow at Slatter which he resisted by seizing hold of the stick. (NPP 234 nos. 7 & 9)
1858
Usher and Messenger to LC. (NBB)

1859.05.06
Petitioned LC stating that in a Supreme Court report on salaries of subordinate officers of government dated 29 Mar. 1858, adopted by the House on 6 Apr. 1858 and transmitted to the Lt-Gov., his remuneration was recommended at a fixed salary of £50 pa instead of a salary of £8.6.8d per month during Council sittings. With exception of £7.12s has received no part of his salary for 1858 and has been informed that no provision has been made for its payment. Asks LC to take steps for his relief? (NPP 236 no. 8/1859)

1861-1880
Usher LC. (NBB)

1862.06.22
Usher LC, Meek’s son-in-law, first visit. (Dr A’s Ledger, p. 535)
1862.09.23
Application to prevent the Sheriff from disposing of goods attached from William Robert Parkinson. Slatter is owed £36 in rent by Parkinson for occupation of Erfs 17,18,19 & 21 Greyling St, Pmb., with house. The rent is owed from 7 Sep. 1861 till present date. If the Sheriff sells Parkinson’s furniture and goods there will be nothing left to cover this debt. Order granted. (RSC 1/8/7 no. 491)

1862.11.00
The owner of a house and land Erfs 17,18,19 & 21 Greyling St when it was occupied by WR Parkinson as from 7 Sep. 1861. (RSC 1/5/59 no.817)
1864.05.24
The Usher of the House is Mr Slatter, a general favourite who is always smiling even when he frowns. (NM 24.05.64)

1867.06.15
Lt-Gov Keate has moved into D. Slatter’s house adjoining Capt Gordon’s. (T. of N. 15.06.67). [There is a painting of the house rented by Gordon in the folio of Gordon paintings in Pmb. Archives Repository [SO’BS]

1868.10.03
Advertises two large first class family residences in Pietermaritz St, lately occupied by the Lt Gov. and Capt. Gordon RE at £6 per month each. (T. of N. 03.10.68)

1868.10.03
The Pmb. party leaving for the Victoria Gold Fields next Monday comprises D Slatter, LW Odell, R Baxter and Bilborough. (T. of N. 03.10.68)
1868.10.05
The Maritzburg Party or City Expedition of prospectors composed of Slatter, Goodwin, Stead, Baxter, Odell, Bilborough and Raw, left its base on 5 Oct. 1868 and at Potchefstroom joined forces with the Verulam Party to go to the Tati Gold Fields. (Tabler pp 107-124)

1869.01.00
At the Tati goldfields with Maritzburg party. Agreed to stay with the wagon party of LW Odell. Other parties who agreed to stay with Odell were those of Mr Barn or Bain and Mr Milborough [sic]. (Odell diary 00.01.69)
1869.02.01
Protested against going any further up country and with Milborough [sic], and contrary to agreed rules, wanted to return to Natal. Words passed between them and Odell and apparently there was a great deal of unpleasantness. (Odell diary 01.02.69)

1869.02.23
A big row between Odell, Bilborough, Slatter and Stead. (Odell diary 23.02.1869)

1869.04.05
On the return journey he refused to go via Potchefstroom as Odell wished to do and Odell formed another party. (Odell diary 05.04.69)

1869.04.24
Had a mortgage of £500 on GF Fannin’s farm Rathmines when it was auctioned in the case of the Natal Land & Colonization Co. v. Executors of Fannin. The Co. had a mortgage of £175 on the farm. The Co. bought it for £100. (RSC 1/8/36 no. 3387)
1871.12.15
Entered into partnership agreement with JW Akerman, CC Griffin, H Griffin and JJ Chapman to proceed to the Diamond Fields and search for diamonds. This he did accompanied by two of his sons and Thomas Gem who were also part of the agreement. They prospected at Colesburg Kopje. Akerman and the Griffins provided the funds and equipment for the expedition. (RSC 1/8/50 no. 4746)

1871 end
Usher LC, Erf 38 Church St, Pmb. (DNA 1872)
1872.12.00
Returned to Natal. (RSC 1/8/50 no 4746

1872.12.03      Report that Slatter had found an 140-carat diamond and was returning to 

Natal with it. (NW 03.12.72)
1873.01.00      Slatter showed J.W. Winter two parcels of diamonds, one which contained at least 20 diamonds, some of which appeared valuable, which Slatter claimed to weigh 20 carats or more. He gave Winter to understand that some were his own and some belonged to the Co. (RSC I/8/52 no. 4827)
1873.02.06
Affidavit made against him by Akerman that he had brought back to Natal a number of diamonds weighing more than 400 carats, and a single diamond weighing 149 carats, which were still in his possession. Akerman believed that Slatter had diamonds from the property of the co-partnership, and also that these were about to be sent out of Natal. CC Griffin made a deposition that Slatter, while at the Diamond Fields in 1872, had sold a number of diamonds and had employed Martin Short to sell diamonds for him to the value of £73.16s. GE Davis made affidavit that he was at the Diamond Fields and had travelled back to Natal from there with Slatter who had shown various persons in his presence a small bag of diamonds which Slatter claimed to be about 440 carats. The Court ordered Slatter to hand over all the diamonds in his possession acquired during the period of the partnership. (RSC 1/8/50 no 4746)
1873.02.22
Handed over 20 diamonds. (RSC 1/8/50 no. 4746)
1873.02.26
Made affidavit that the diamonds seen by Davis were not connected with the partnership agreement and those sold by Short only realized £12.1s. All sales of diamonds were entered into the account sales book delivered to the partnership in Aug. 1872. Akerman’s evidence is based on suspicion. The large diamond referred to is at the Fields and is not connected to the partnership. He stated that the Griffins, etc. planned to sue him at the Diamond Fields, and the property seized by them there far exceeded ‘even their imaginary claims’. (RSC 1/8/51 no 4768)

1873.03.01
Applied to have the Court order of 6 Feb. set aside. Application refused provided Griffin and the other members of the partnership proceeded with an action. (RSC 1/8/51 no. 4768)

1873.03.31
Griffin and others applied for a court order compelling Slatter to lodge with the Registrar of the Supreme Court 440 carats of diamonds and a diamond weighing 149 carats, otherwise for his arrest for contempt of court for not obeying the order of 6 Feb. Ordered to stand over to 15 April.(RSC 1/8/51 no.4804)

1873.05.01      Slatter’s reply to Winter’s affidavit was that he had not told him he had earned the diamonds, but had purchased part, and part belonged to the Co. He stated he had already handed all the diamonds belonging to the Co. to the Court, or else they were recorded in his weekly accounts to the Co., which he paid in a lump sum on his return to the Colony. Said that the diamonds in his possession were bought by him with his private funds. (RSC I/8/52 no.4827)
1873.05.02      As ordered Slatter handed over 235 diamonds weighing 390 carats to the 

                        Court Registrar. (RSC I/8/52 no.4827)
1873.07.23      The erroneous date Slatter gave for his arrival at the Diamond Fields after [sic] the granting of the commission. He remained there seven weeks so he could instruct the attorney (D.D. Buchanan) he had employed to attend the examination of the witnesses. See deposition of 03.11.1873. (RSC I/8/54 no.4988) 

1873.07.31 
Application made for a commission to take the evidence de bene esse of Charles Evans of Colesberg Kopje (Kimberley), and others whose evidence was necessary. Granted. (RSC I/8/52 no.4910)
1873.10.28
Griffins et al applied for an extension for collecting evidence at Kimberley. The lawyer D.D. Buchanan stated it was extremely difficult to get hold of the witnesses and get their evidence down. Evans was absent and Mr Smith, the Inspector of Claims was on leave in the Transvaal.  (RSC I/8/53 no.4985)
1873.11.03
Slatter made a deposition re his Kimberley visit. He had conversed frequently with the Claims Inspector, who told him Buchanan had seen his books, and there had been plenty of time for Smith to have been examined. Charles Evans had left the Fields permanently.  His view was that the examination of witnesses had been deferred so it could take place after his departure, and that proceedings had been dragged out so that the trial might take place during the next Court term. (RSC I/8/54 no.4988)
1873.11.18      In Kimberley, Buchanan’s daughter Mary deposed that she was in charge of his office and had heard nothing from her father for seven weeks as he was ‘prostrated from fever’. [Presumably he had gone to his brother’s family in Cape Town, which is where he went in 1874 because of a fever attack, dying there in September. S O’B S] Griffins et al therefore applied for a postponement of the trial. Slatter opposed this. Postponement ordered to 24 Jan. 1874. (RSC I/8/54 no.5010)

1874.01.31
Judgment given in Slatter’s favour. The right of appeal was granted but not taken. Griffin and others ordered to pay costs. (RSC 1/8/55 no 5105)

1874.03.31
Slatter applied for leave to withdraw the diamonds held by the Registrar. As Griffin & Co. had given their consent permission was granted. (RSC I/8/55 no.5135)

1874.00.00
Vause, Slatter & Co. founded in Pmb. by Richard Wyatt Vause and David Slatter. (20th Century Impressions p. 264). [If the date is correct this would have to be David Slatter Snr as David Clarke Slatter and Richard Wyatt Vause (both b. in 1854) would have been minors and thus not able to register a company. BMS]
1874.12.30
A Post Nuptual Contract made between David Slatter and Elizabeth, born Meek, residing in Pietermaritz St, Pmb. (RSC IV/3/68 no. 54)

1876.02.23
Will signed. Of Pmb., wife was Elizabeth b. Meek. (MSC 55/1891)

1878.03.21
Pmb. Corporation applied for an interdict against his having his servants dig a ditch across the public road to Richmond. (RSC 1/8/74 no. 6872)

1878.03.26
Thomas Joyce, Superintendent of Police, Pmb., made affidavit that after the interdict had been served he and the Town Surveyor visited Slatter’s property. He had stopped the digging of a ditch on the road and was now having one dug on Corporation land. When requested to stop this digging Slatter refused because the interdict was for the public road. The interdict was extended to include Corporation land. (RSC 1/8/74 no. 6875)

1878 end
Address is Erf 38 Pietermaritz Street. (DNA 1879)
1881.01.2
Made affidavit that Mrs Giffis is occupying one of his cottages at £10 per month and is owing rent and rates and by the end of Feb. will owe £46.1.10d. Has told him she going to Europe and has advertised her furniture for sale. Should she do this there would be nothing to settle his claim. Asks for an interdict on the sale. Interdict up to value of £47 ordered. (RSC 1/8/87 no. 8155)

1881 end
Agent of Erf 38 Pietermaritz Street. (DNA 1882)
1882.06.07
David Slatter of Pmb, landed proprietor, made affidavit in application for an interdict preventing the City Council from laying paving stones and flagging the footpath in front of the property of himself and Richard Wyatt Vause at Erf 22 Longmarket St. The property faced Church St. [Central Pmb. is laid out in a grid system. The long streets are Loop, Longmarket, Church, Pietermaritz, etc. Erfs run in that order from one street through to the other. Thus 22 Longmarket Street runs through to Church St. The Slatter/Vause property was on the Church St end of Erf 22 Longmarket St]. It was known as the old Victoria Club and adjoined the town offices. Slatter has been told by James Napoleon Wheeler that he superintended the erection of the building and the doorstep and entrance were nine inches above the crown of Church St. The City Council are executing certain alterations in Church St and are laying down flagstones and paving the footpath in front of the building. The paving is 8 ½ inches above the doorstep and entrance and 12 ½ inches above the level of the crown of the street. He has pointed out to the Public Works Dept the serious damage which could result to his premises if the work is carried on but the Mayor had informed him this morning that the work would continue. Major AH Hime RE reported on the matter and an interdict was ordered until further orders and costs received (RSC 1/8/95 no. 8909)
1883.11.00
Witnessed the will of FW Moor in Pmb. (MSC 9/1884)

1883 end
Gentleman, Erf 38 Pietermaritz St. (DNA 1884)

1885 end
Gentleman, Erf 39 Pietermaritz St. (DNA 1886)

1887 end
Gentleman, Erf 39 Pietermaritz St. (DNA 1888)

1891.03.04
Died at Torquay aged 64 [sic]. (Tomb CRC). Died at Torquay, Devon, aged 62. (MSC 55/1891). 
                        Died at Torquay, Devon, at one time Usher of LC. At the time of the great diamond rush in 1870 he was fitted up by a syndicate to try his luck on their behalf and was so successful he managed to obtain several valuable claims for himself from which he realized a handsome fortune. On his return to Pmb. legal proceedings were instituted against him by the syndicate, in which however, he came off triumphantly. Shortly afterwards he became part proprietor of the afternoon contemporary of the Witness in which he held an interest until it was floated into a company. Five years previously he was also a partner in                     Vause, Slatter & Co, stationers, Pmb, and one time member of Pmb. town council. He went to England the year before he died. (NW 19.03.91)

1891.07.30
Will dated 23 Feb. 1876 proven. (RSC IV/20/7 no. 197)

1915.03.00
His widow Elizabeth died in Pmb. aged 95. (Tomb CRC)

CHILDREN

Elizabeth Scudamore (c.1853 – Mar. 1954, Pmb.)

1853c
Elizabeth Scudamore born

1854.03.00
Died aged one year. (Tomb CRC)

David Clarke (00.08.1854, Pmb. – 1950) 
1854.08.00
David Clarke born. Father a tent-maker, Pmb. (R. St P. Pmb.)

1854.09.00
Baptised. (R. St P. Pmb.)
1856.05.25      Re-baptized in the Presbyterian Church. (R St J, Pmb.)
1871.12.15
Possibly one of the two sons who accompanied their father to the Diamond Fields. (RSC 1/8/50 no. 4746)

1874
David Slatter with Richard Wyatt Vause founded Vause, Slatter & Co in Pmb. As David Clarke Slatter and RW Vause were still minors and could not register a company, it is possible that the Slatter in the partnership was David Snr. It is also  possible that David Clarke was a partner in the firm. Vause, Slatter & Co. were originally confined to stationary, bookselling and printing. (20th Century Impressions p.264)
1879 end
Of Vause Slatter & Co., Erf 30 Pietermaritz St, Pmb. (DNA 1880)

1881 end
DC Slatter, Publisher, Pietermaritz St, Pmb. (DNA 1882)

1883.04.00
DC Slatter and RW Vause, trading in Pmb. as Vause Slatter & Co., acknowledged a debt of £ 2 550 to Walter John Slatter of near Greytown, farmer. Security to be all assets of the business which stands on Erf 18, Church St, Pmb. (RSC IV/13/58 no. 4)

1883.04.17
With Vause, agreed to the erection of a mutual wall between the properties of EW Bale and themselves. The properties were Sub-divisions of Erf 21 Longmarket St and were transferred on 24 July 1880. Bale is to be entitled to a footway 3 feet wide leading from Timber St. (RSC IV/3/11 no. 68)

1883.11.00
With father witnessed the will of FW Moor in Pmb. (MSC 9/1884)
1883 end
Of Pietermaritz St Pmb. (DNA 1884)

1885 end
Of Pietermaritz St Pmb. (DNA 1886)

1891.01.00
Vause, Slatter & Co taken over by WJ Slatter and David Sanders. (SAWW 1915 p. 330)
1896.07.30
Farmer of Ostrich View, Greytown, married Mary Wood, 20, of Greytown, younger dau. of JF Wood of Great Stonehaven, Scotland. (R. St J. G.)
1899.01.17
Farmer of Greytown, borrowed £250 from William Stonier Leigh with a bond on his portion of the estate of his father David Slatter. (RSC IV/20/7 no. 197)

1903
Alotted 66 acres in the Weenen Agricultural Project. (Morrell p.255 & p. 286)

1904.10.27
Mother-in-law Margaret Wood died in Greytown aged 65 years 11 months. She was born in Strachan, Aberdeenshire, the dau. of Isabella Burnett and widow of James Forgan Wood, who died 06.05.1890. Margaret and James were married in Blackfriars, London on 31.03.1862. (MSCE 21/417)

1907
Living in Weenen. Wife still alive. (MSCE 30/186)

1917
Warned he must make better use of the land allotted to him in the Weenen Agricultural Project. Asked his brother for help. (Morrell)

1918
Granted the Weenen plot freehold. (Morrell)

1930c
Emigrated to Rhodesia. (Morrell)

1950
Died aged 99 [sic]. (Mrs J Slatter)

Walter John  (00.08.1854, Pmb. – 15.06.1937)

1854.08.00      Walter John born. (R. St P. Pmb)

1854.09.          Baptized (R St P, Pmb.)

1855.08.07      Born [sic]. (Tomb Holme Lacy, Greytown)

1856.05.25     Re-baptized in the Presbyterian Church. (R St J, Pmb.)
1871.12.15
Possibly one of the two sons who accompanied their father on the prospecting trip to the Diamond Fields. (RSC 1/8/50 no.4746)

1883
Of near Greytown, farmer, lent DC Slatter and RW Vause, trading in Pmb. as Vause, Slatter & Co £2 550. (RSC IV/13/58 no. 4)

1886.06.05
Albert Edward Turner d. in Greytown. He was a storekeeper. His widow m. Walter Slatter. (MSC 31/1887)

1887.11.00
Aged 32, b. Pmb., took out a special licence to m. Eveline Mary Turner, a widow aged 25. She was b. in Whitby, England. Married at Greytown. (CSO 2288)

1887.12.01
Of HolmLacy [sic], at Greytown m. Eveline Mary Turner (née Strickland) eldest dau. of the late S Strickland of Leeds. (NW 07.12.87). She had been educated at St Mary’s, Richmond. (NW c1914)

1888
Of Greytown. (MSC 13/1889)

1891.01.00
With Daniel Sanders took over the business of Vause, Slatter & Co. (20th Century Impressions) (SAWW 1915 p. 330)

1892
With Daniel Sanders took over the business of JA Levick and added it to Vause, Slatter & Co. (SAWW 1915 p. 330)

1893
With Daniel Sanders purchased Levick’s Durban business. (SAWW 1915 p. 330)

1899
With Daniel Sanders purchased the printing business of J Calvert & Sons. (SAWW 1915 p. 330)
1902
The Greytown business was added and Slatter retired leaving Sanders as sole owner of the firm. (SAWW 1915 p. 330)

1937.06.15
Died. (Tomb Holme Lacy). Aged 86. (Mrs J. Slatter). Aged 82. (PGR Deaths)

1938.05.00
Widow, Evelyn Mary, b. in England, d. aged 75. (GGR). Born 03.06.1863 Died 06.05.1938. (Tomb Holme Lacy)

Edmund Meek (22 Apr. 1856, Pmb. – 1928)
1856.04.22
Edmund Meek b. Pmb. (R St J. Pmb.)
1856.05.25      Baptized in the Presbyterian Church. (R St J, Pmb.)
1888
Of Greytown. (MSC 13/1889)
1928
Died. (Mrs J. Slatter)

Frances Alice Mar. 1858, Pmb. – 1860, Pmb.)

1858.03.00
Frances Alice b. Pmb. (R. St J. Pmb.)

1860
Died aged two years. (Tomb CRC )

James (25 Dec. 1861, Pmb. – 7 Feb. 1889)

1861.12.25
James b. Pmb. (R. St J. Pmb)(NW 27.12.61) Educated at the High School and Bishop’s College Pmb., and then went on to the South Africa College, Cape Town, where he matriculated in the Cape University and studied for the BA. He chose the medical profession and decided to leave his BA until he had completed his medical studies in Great Britain. (NW 15.02.89)

1883.00.00
Went to Edinburgh and at this time the heart disease which eventually killed him became apparent. After a short time in Edinburgh he was advised to go South fro health reasons, only returning for examinations. He went to London and after a short time at Middlesex Hospital entered and continued at Charing Cross Hospital and passed his first and second medical exams. He was within six months of his last exam when sickness overcame him and he was advised to give up his studies for a while. (NW 15.02.89)
1886.06.00
Returned to Natal. (NW 15.02.89)

1888.12.29
Made his will. (MSC 13/1899)

1889.02.07
Died, Pmb., aged 27, gent. (MSC 13/1889)(Tomb CRC)(PGR Deaths). Of Pmb., a doctor, m. in England, his widow Elizabeth C survives. Another document in the estate papers describes him as a medical student. (MSCE 7/80)
                        Widow remarried George Hannaford, a clerk in the Natal Parliament. (Tyrone Tatham’s memoirs) (NCSL 1899 p.173)

                        James’ d. became Lady Malvern. (Mrs J Slatter)

1921
Dau. Blanche Elizabeth m. Godfrey Martin Huggins (1883-1971). Prime Minister of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1953-6). Created first Viscount Malvern. (Who’s Who 1971 &1975)
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